
Let us 
solve your 
problems

EMAIL US... amateurgardening@ipcmedia.com

OR WRITE TO... AG helpline, Westover House, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG

OR SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS... 0843 168 0200 (between 12 and 1pm weekdays)

Q Ursula tinker e-mails: I remember reading that 
builders should not be used in gardening, 

because it contains chemicals. What chemicals, 
and why does it contain them? One of  my allotment 

neighbours has recommended putting sharp sand around 
young vegetables because it deters the snails and slugs and 
can be subsequently be word into our heavy clay soil. Is this 

good advice to follow?”

Builders sand, which is often thought to be detrimental to 
plants, is actually inert.It does not contain lime or salts 

harmful to plant growth you could, therefore, use it in the 
garden if  it is the only thing you can get hold of. But there is 

no point in doing so, as Sharp Sand, which is stocked in garden 
centres and DIY stores is far better to use for deterring slugs and 

snails, and for improving heavy soil drainage by dealing it in.gritter 
texture compared to builders sand, so it is a better option to use.

A

QI would be grateful for some advice I would like to so 
delosperma cooper seeds but can’t find them anywhere, 
I can only see plants in the catalogues and they are 

quite expensive. Can you not me find a supplier of  the seeds 
or are the best for as plants? I have 3 large circles which are in 
full sun, sandy soil and extremely dry as they are on me a lot 
of  trees and I can’t think of  any thing else to put in them can 
you give me any pointers?”

ADelosperma cooper seeds don’t seem to be very 
common, but I have found 2 companies that stock they 
cultivar called Stardust; Nicky’s Nursery.co-.UK.
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John Negus
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and is a specialist 
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Kris Collins
AG’s gardening 
editor trained with 
The Royal Parks

Q K Morris emails: Kenny 
Morris e-mail: “ after 
many years a mutual 

apple tree belonging to my 
mother seemed to stop 
fruiting. We had always been 
very careful to keep the trunk 
area a free of  grass, so that 
the tree had no competition. 
But 2 years ago we let the 
grass grow right up to the 
trunk, the tree responded 
with a tremendous crop 
of  apples! Is this a normal 
occurrence?”

A As I suspect that your 
apple trees ability to 
fruit well after failing 

to perform for some time, 
is is due not to the grass 
growing to the trunk but to it 
recovering from what is called 
biennial bearing. This is when 
a heavy crop is followed by 
little or nothing the following 
year. In essence the tree is 
exhausted and takes a year to 
recover, when it again yields  
prodigiously. The best way is 
to remove half  the blooms in 
the productive year to ensure 
that the tree has enough 
reserve energy to crop well in 
what would be a resting year.

Q Ron Barnes e-mails:” 
I am arthritic 76-year-
old, but still enjoy 

gardening the front of  our 
house faces south-west 
and is paved. To take off  
the starkness 2 tubs and 
I swapped them over to 
avoid’dead’ periods. Can you 
suggest a plant with all year 
interest so I do not need to 
move them any more?”

AThere are several 
shrubs with a long 
season of  interests that 

might be suitable, look for 
Euonymus fortune cultivars, 
lonicera nitida, and hollies- 
choose a self  fertile variety 
for a good show of  berries. 
Other good shrubs include 
Hebe. As the tribes are large 
you could use more than one 
or under plant with a low 
growing shrubs.
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QDavid Moreton emails:” 
I live on the east coast 
of  Scotland and I 

planted berberis darwinii 
hedging 18 years ago. The 
head has grown to 10 foot tall 
with orange flowers flowered 
by berries. Frosts in the past 
2 winters have killed every 
plant, there are no signs of  
any shoots even from the 
base. I want to replace their 
hedge with another berberies 
again, which is the hardest 
variety available?”

ABerberies darwinii 
is unlikely to survive 
temperatures below -10 

OC whereas the evergreen 
B.stenophylla, with its double 
yellow flowered berries 
tolerates temperatures down 
to -15 0C therefore consider 
this species when replacing 
the edge. Because of  the re-
plant disease, to set further 
berberis in the same position 
could be a problem. If  you 
do not have the option of  
planting replacements on a 
fresh site.


