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Rafiu Onalaja, is a 22 year old illustrator, 
currently studying at University for 

the Creative Arts [UCA]. He, like Ben 
previously, is in his last 2 months before 
graduating.
On meeting Rafiu, and observing him 
working, I can see he is quite a mercurial 
character and likes to have a laugh. He 
is a man who likes to live life by some 
positive quotes and constantly says them 
in his talks. He is quite a messy worker 
with books and pages everywhere, 
‘organised chaos’ as he put it. Each to 
their own really.
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realised that, in terms of work, it’s how much you 
put into it. You only get out of life what you put 
in, and the same goes with university. You only 
limit yourself by not perfecting your talents. You 
shoould have a good balance and try to enjoy 
your life as much as possible while you can. That 
loan doesn’t last forever!!

Would you recommend university to others?
I would recommend university as a whole, but 
not this uni. The structure was all wrong and you 
had to learn for yourself. The experience is one 
that you wouldn’t be able to get anywhere else 
and at any other time in your life. It’s a chance to 
let loose and become an adult.

Will you look for a job in the field you studied 
in, as many who graduate follow a different 
career path? 
Yeah obviously! What else am I going to do? 
Spent three years doing it.

Are you scared of the future and what it holds 
for you? 
Nothing to fear but fear itself baby! But I’m 
scared of not finding a job after such a long time 
studying. Presenting my work to my peers helped 
me a lot and gave me confidence. It enabled me 
to be proud of my work and represent it in new 
and better ways.

After observing Rafiu for a while I decided to 
get the interview from him.

So what first got you into design? 
I used to read comics at a very young age, 
from the age of 8. I watched all kinds of 
cartoons from  ‘five man manga’ to ‘batman’ 
and detctive comics. This sparked that 
creative vibe inside me which eventually 
made the decision to become an illustrator.

What/who would you say your inspirations 
are? 
I don’t look for the best styles but if I had to 
say it would be Alex Ross. I maninly read 
comics based on the storylines. The story is 
what grips the reader the images help tell the 
story. 

How would you describe your style?
My art style, I would say is very rough and 
sketchy. I love drawing the most akward 
angles to get a better prospective and create 
different pictures from all the other artists 
out there. The human form is something that 
really interests me and adapting it to suit my 
style and futuristic comics. 

How was university for you?
Well... It’s been fun. I learnt a lot, but I also 
had the most fun. I cut loose from my typical 
London ways and being motherd back at 
home. I realised that there is more to life than 
girls and their big black bottoms. I also
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Here is a piece that I have 
managed to get hold of off 
of Rafiu. It shows all of his 
creative inspirations. The 
basic illustration is pretty 
cool in itslef, but he has 
taken it further to add colour 
and depth using paints. The 
adaptation of the human head 
into a more futuristic shows his 
comicbook roots and inspired 
by a storyline. Creating a 
character is something that 
seems to be important to 
Rafiu, the journey he takes a 
reader or viewer on is just as 
important as creating a quality 
piece of visual art. 
The piece to the left is a new 
character for his new comic 
he is creating for his final 
university piece. Hopefully we 
can get a review on it when it 
is finished. If this drawing is 
anything to go by, its going 
to be a cracker. Good luck 
to Rafiu on his journey in the 
future, he has the talent to go 
far.


