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We kick off our Young Pretenders srticle 
with a guy who is a real success story 
of our educational system. Daniel is 
an academic, there is no other way of 
putting it. He has been in education from 
the age of 4 right up until the ripe old age 
of 25. He has studied hard, and by the 
sound of it, partied even harder! 
 Daniel recenty, last year, 
graduated from university with a 
distinction from a Maters degree in 
Architecture. Something not too be 
sniffed at. Our meeting has come to 
speak with him about his journey from 
the beginning of university, with all the 
learning curves and excitement. To the 
main and most important question. Has 
he got a job?
  I am meeting Daniel at his 
house in london.  A nice intimate setting 
where i can really get a feel for how he 
works and lives his life. It seems gone 
are all the messy days of university, and 
he has grown up into a sensible man. i 
begin to observe his working and start 
our interview.

So what first got you into design? 
Errm... I always, since a kid, enjoyed inverting 
things, and trying to make stuff. When i was 
a kid i wanted to be an inventor when i grew 
up, but as I went to school and started to see 
that inventors were a bit, few and far between. 
I really enjoyed technology at school and 
making stuff. We had a drawing course 
where we had to learn how to draft and the 
disciplines of how to do scaled drawings and 
inking up, and I really enjoyed that.

What/who would you say your 
inspirations are? 
Architect wise, I like the work of Santiago 
Calatrava, who is a Spanish designer  who 
design Leon airport, which is supposed to 
represent a bird about to take flight. I just like 
the dynamism in his work and the way he 
portrays it through quite dynamic curves and 
sweeps. I also admire Frank Lloyd Wright, 
who is obviously no longer with us. 



I really like the different architectural devices he 
puts into his work and each project seems to 
tell a story. He was inivative even at his time.

How was university for you? 
Yeh, it was exciting, I have always been a family 
person. i like living at home and it was daunting 
going away, but i took the attitude to just jump 
in and take the opportunity. I just enjoyed it 
really, i got my head down and studied and it 
was tough but at the same time there was lots 
of times where we had fun as well. i think thats 
an important part, you need enough down time 
to counter all the work. Yeh I really enjoyed 
university, but i made lots of new friends and 
you start enjoying having the independence.

Would you recommend university to 
others? 
Yeh definatley, definatley but I would 
recommend that be honest tou yourself, if your 
not enjoying yourself then change course or 
quit. The is no point doing something that you 
dont love. If i didn’t love what I was doing i 
wouldn’t have made it past the second year, it 
was tough.
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Do you feel you have grown as a 
person and gain knowledge from the 
course? 
Yeh, the course teaches you the skills you 
need. My university was more degin led 
rather than technical so they nurture you 
into a designer rather than just learn sizes 
and measurements. As a person i have 
become a lot more indepenent and gain more 
confidence and have made a great cohort of 
friends which teach you life experience, about 
trusting people. Its more than just the studious 
side of things.

How would you describe your own 
style?
I think I am a mixture, i love construction and 
detailing, but I love designing conceptual 
buildings at the same time and try to marry 
the two together. Mine is a learn from nature 
where possible, and try and put a lot of life 
into the architecture. I like to put soul and life 
into a building, I like them to have movemnt 
to them. I suppose my inspirational artists 
have influenced my work like Clatrava with his 
dynamic style.

How long has it been since you 
graduated?
About 10 months.

How difficult has it been to find a job?
Its been hard because we are going through a 
recession and my industry, being construction,
was one of the hardest to be hit. A lot of the 
time, construction is a commodity to people. 
I just kept trying and cold calling people, just 
put myself out there. If i didn’t have university 
I wouldn’t have been able to get a job. 

The knowledge from university helped 
then?
Yeh the way that my course was run I had to 
have a year in practice before I could progress
onto the next part. I felt after I came back from 

that year of practical experience, I had grown 
up a lot more and was able to handle vasts 
amount of information.

Now you have a job, was the whole 
experince worth it?
Yeh, definatley, it made me grown up as a 
person firstly, but the legnth of the course lets 
you develop as a designer. It was definatley 
worth it I love my job, I’m even learning now 
and thats what I love about my proffesion, and 
the way that the uni has taught me to always 
want to learn. University gave me the fire to 
want to strive for the highs of my career.



This is some of Daniels work. It clearly shows 
the creativity that is going on up in his head. 
You can see all the sweeping curves and 
natural shapes that he was describing in his 
work from the interview. The buildings are 
pretty abstract and futuristic. They are quality 
graphics and well designed, from a designers 
view, and a construction view. Trying things 
that haven’t been done before in architecture 
is always difficult because of the many laws 
and reguations. If Daniel can design these 
buildings to fit within these regulations then 
the future of architecture looks bright. 

The company that has snapped up this young 
designer have got a gem. Good luck to him in 
his endevours and look for one of his buildings 
on the horrizon.


