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WHEN I WAS in junior school the closest 
i got to gardening was sprouting runner 

bean seeds, pressed against the inside of  a 
jam jar by pink blotting paper. Things have 
moved on a bit since 1960, and we now 
have high quality kids’ gardening initiatives 
sprouting up all over the place.
 Peter Seabrook’s long-standing 
schools gardening project is championed 
by his weekly coloum in the sun newspaper 
and involving 17,000 schools this year, 
while the RHS has 15,00 schools signed up 
to take part (see News p28).
 There are lots of  other projects set 
up by local schools and regional education 
authorities, and I’m sure they are all doing 
a great job. But the risk is that these 
competeing schemes will eventually run 
out of  steam and drift into obscurity. 
If  they were all consolidated under one 
banner supported by national government, 
practical gardening would stand a chance 
of  becoming a serious part of  the schools 
curriculum.
 The government has already 
recognised the importance of  gardening in  
a Growing Food In Schools Task Force report 
drom DEFRA. It’s only a small step further 
to draw existing school projects together. 
Would they support such a move, I wonder?
 Have a great gardening week. 

TIM RUMBALL
EDITOR
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