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Here is a piece that Ben has created for a 
project at university. The project was to create 
a new front cover for the magazine Little White 
Lies. It had to be a face shot of the main 
character of a selected film, created in any 
style. 
Ben has chosen Tinker, Tailor, Solider, Spy 
and created a great computer based design. 
Not only is it a great design but it is very 
clever as well. The colours allow you to clearly 
recognise the person with ease. The green 
colours refer to the soldier connection as 
camoflauge, especially as a spy. The title is 
also subtly placed in the sections of the face. 
Closer inspection is needed to spot it, which 
makes the viewer look upon the picture longer.

Whatever Ben does in the future I’m sure he 
will suceed at it as he is obviously talented and 
creative. We at black and White wish him well.

So here we have it a sucsess story from 
university. Whcih shows you the positives 
that come from that extra study if it becomes 
a choice open to you, take it, not only for the 
learning outcomes, but the experience.



Ben Bridgeman
Graphic Designer

We cannont talk about graduating 
creatives without actually speaking to 

a few that are still studying and just about 
to graduate. We have found 2 students that 
are coming to the end of their course and we 
would like to review their work and prospects 
for the future. All to aid you and not be afraid 
of the big wide world.

Ben Bridgeman, a 22 year old graphic design 
student, currently studying at University for 
the Creative Arts [UCA]. He was born on 
the Isle of White and is currently living in 
Maidstone near to his University. After 4 years 
at university it has come to that point where 
he is going to graduate in 2 months time. 

We are here to speak with Ben and find out 
how this whole experience and work load 
was for him. On entering the studio where 
Ben was I found Ben working in at univesirty 
surrounded by fellow creatives. He comes 
across a very creative and intuitive person, 
his whole persona and look is of, a student 
yes but also a creative person who enjoys 
pushing the boundaries. 

Watching him work 
was great to see as 
everyone is different 
and Ben lays all his 
equipment out so it 
surrounds him and can 
get on with all his work 
with no interruptions. 
An efficient way that 
works for him. He gladly 
accepts criticism from 
peers that surround 
him and enevitably 
make his work perfect. 
From the off it is clear 
to see that he is very 
talented and has a 
great imagination. 
Currently working on 
a project to create a 
new computer game, 
Ben is producing some 
concept art which looks 
very nice.
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Would you recommend university to others?
I would recommend university to anyone, just not 
the one I went to, awful teaching structure! It is an 
experience in itself and makes you grow as a person 
and enables you to witness peers talent. It shows you 
the way of the world but without all the pitfulls.

Will you look for a job in the field you studied in, 
as many who graduate follow a different career 
path?
I would probably go for a job in graphic media, as i 
feel like I’m quite balanced in mixed media [illustration 
and graphic design]

Are you scared of the future and what it holds for 
you?
I used to be, but recent opportunities have opened 
up my ambitions as a designer. I will possibly go for 
a freelance job for a couple of years just to build a 
portfolio and client base. Then I can take it further into 
a company or whatever really. 

From this short interview I was able to really get 
into the mind set of a student ready to hit the world 
running. It seems that university has ‘hardened’ Ben 
up and the world better be ready because it looks like 
he is going to be a big hit. Just to show you what we 
mean have a look at some of his work... 
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So to the interview.

So what first got you into design?
I have loved art from an early age, back when I used to draw in 
school,pictures of superheros, comic book characters, just things I was 
generally interested in.

What/who would you say your inspirations are? 
My inspirations include illustrators such as Frank Miller - I love his 
gritty, high contrast style comic illustrations. Banksy would be another 
inspiration, I love his unique creativity depicting everyday themes, 
carrying an unusual, impacting message.

How would you describe your style?
I would describe my art style as, simplistice, unique, colourful/vibrant, 
bold. i try to push an element of my work beyond the normal, everyday 
design.

How was university for you?
My overall experience of university differs whenever i think about it. 
When I thinkof the things I have learned / been taught, it wouldn’t be a 
huge list. I feel a lot of things taught atuni are things I could’ve taught 
myself, or already knew. The social experience of uni is a life changing 
thing. I didn’t think I’d be anywhere near as confident as I am now if I 
hadn’t bothered to go. Plus I’ve had the worst hangovers at uni.


