
 Grow
Organic
 

I have heard it said that 
you can’t be aprtly, 
mainly or even a little 
bit ‘organic’. The whole 
point, apparently, is to 
embrace the lot. This 
must mean that i’m not 
an organic gardener at 
all, despite the fact that I 
encourage wildlife, recylce, 
operate a ‘no dig’ system, 
use copious quantities 
of  organic matter, keep 
wormeries and use no 
pesticides or weed killers 
apart from a little soft 
soap solution. What lets 
me down is a tiny quantity 
of  inorganic

fertilizer (usually stuff  
I’ve been sent - surely 
better to use it than 
bin it?). I’ve never been 
very good at following 
rules anyway! I’ve been 
brought up to avoid 
being wasteful and 
this extends to seeds. 
If  there’s a few left in 
a packet at the end of  
the season I’ll think, 
‘Why not?’ and use them 
up. This happened at 
the end of  August last 
summer, with a packet 
of  Cavolo Nero. This is 
not conventional time to 
sow but I popped seeds 
into modules, planted 
them out in mid-autumn 
and now we’re harvesting 
‘mini kale’.
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If there’s one plant, 
flowering at the moment 
in gardens are and 

down the country, that 
divides opinion, it has to 
be the flowering currant. 
Some people think the 
pinky red flowers are a 
bit Gerrish, and the snow 
is often considered to 
be more eau-de-cat than 
eau-de currants especially 
blackcurrants. Our 
cultivated for this scene as 
well as their edible berries. 
Some ornamental

currents also produce 
edible fruit, but the taste 
is usually insipid and 
you’d probably have to 
grow a lots of  plants to 
have enough to make 
a single jar of  jam! 
Flowering currents are 
one of  the most colourful 
spring flowering shrubs 
signalling the warmer 
weather it’s finally here. 
The ribes genus contains 
almost 200 species from 
across the temperate 
regions of  the northern

hemisphere, but few 
are commonly grown in 
gardens. They flower in 
spring, the actual timing 
depending on where you 
live and the winter weather 
conditions. Flowering 
currant from west and 
north America, produce 
dropping flower clusters 
from March and April in 
colours ranging from deep 
cerise pink, bubblegum 
pink to white most will 
grow to around 6 foot high 
but the same wide.

Classy Currants
If  the garish pink isn’t 
your thing, then there are 
classy white-flowering 
varieties, such as ‘white 
icicle’, but the strongest 
and probably the best 
colour, go for ‘Red 
Pimpernal’ - definately my 
favourite and well worth 
growing. ‘Brocklebankii’ 
has golden-yellow foliage, 
although I’m not too 
convinced about the flower 
combination of  brght pink 
flowers and acid-yellow
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leaves.
 If  flowering 
currants are still a little 
too pedestrian for your 
garden palette, then there 
are plenty of  other exciting 
varieties in the genus 
that’ll wet your appetite. 
The clove or buffalo 
currant has a lot of  charm. 
It is clothed in golden 
flowers that produce a 
spicy, clove-like scent. Thsi 
and flowring currants have 
hybridised to produce 
probably one of  the best 
flowering currants,
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The yellow 
flowers of  R. 
odoratum are 
very different 
from the 
pink ones of  
the common 
currant, and 
the leaves turn 
a lovely purply 
red in autumn 
too.



The freash lime-green foliage of  ‘Brocklebankii’ keeps the show going long after the flowers have faded, and helps shadier 
borders to glow.

Definite ago classy 
pendant that are deep red 
in Bud, opening yellow 
and flushed with red and 
pink tones. This gives the 
effect of  a peachy orange 
colour and the flowers 
are  complemented 
by coppery tinted new 
foliage evergreen the 
Laurel leaved current, 
is grown for its display 
for deliciously scented 
greenish creamy white

flowers in late winter/early 
spring and is somewhat 
leathery dark green leaves 
on a plant that only grows 
to 3 foot high and 5 foot 
wide. There are male and 
female plants, the males 
having the biggest flowers, 
but the females produce 
berries. If  you want the 
red berries you will need 
a male and a female and 
femal plant and some 
nurseries offer plants by

Gardner, or by Rose Moor 
form, which produces 
male and female flowers. 
So you see, flowering 
currant are not only grow 
plants to start spring with, 
there’s more them then 
meets the eye.

Growing Tips
Moist Ribes prefer a 
sunny position but some 
will tolerate light shade.

They will grow in any 
reasonably fertile, well 
drained soil. 

Cut out the oldest 
flowering shoots back to 
a strng bud or sideshoot 
close to the base.



LOOKS 
GOOD WITH...
Most people like to calm down the 
flowers of  Ribes sanguineum by 
underplanting them with near-white 
daffodils, such as ‘Thalia’ (pictured, 
top). Personally, I prefer to beef  up the 
strength of  the flower colour by using 
pink tinted daffodils, such as ‘Accent’  or 
pink hardy cyclamen (pictured, middle). 
The purple-flowers of  pulmonaria 
(above), Vinca minor and Geranium 
phaem nearby work well too. Evergreen 
foliage can set them off  nicely: try any 
of  the heucheras with pink tones in 
their foliage or even Helleborus foetidus 
Wester Fisk Group.
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